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On the cover
U.S. Airmen from various bas-
es wait in a deployment pro-
cessing line July 14 in the pas-
senger terminal at Travis Air 
Force Base, California, before 
deploying overseas.
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Chrisitan Conrad
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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind The Tailwind is published by the Daily Republic, Fair-
field, California, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the Tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the Tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the Daily Republic staff.

Content of the Tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the U.S. Government, the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air 
Force.

The appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of Defense, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force or the Daily Republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

Correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, Tailwind, 400 Brennan Cir-
cle, Bldg. 51, Travis AFB, CA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

Deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. Swap ads must be brought to Bldg. 51 
by noon Monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
Emailed or faxed Swap Ads are not accepted.

Those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
Tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. Correspondence can be sent to: Dai-
ly Republic, 1250 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the Travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. Read the Tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the Travis SharePoint.
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Commentary by Nick DeCicco
60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

In April, as much of the world was 
cooped up indoors, waiting out the 
first, deadly batch of cases during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, I was binge 
watching every episode of the clas-
sic American TV show, “M*A*S*H.”

One of my favorite episodes follows 
the gang at the 4077th through 1951 in a 
series of chronological snapshots – doc-
tors innovate a machine to treat kidneys, 
a knitting project evolves from a pothold-
er into a blanket and Maj. Charles Emer-
son Winchester III bets overconfidently 
on a Brooklyn Dodgers team that lost on 
the final day of the season.

Revisiting the show was a nostalgia 
trip from my childhood. It was a respite 
in what ranks among the most tumultu-
ous years of our lives.

Recently, I looked back over 2020, 
taking some snapshots of my own.

On New Year’s Day, I hiked up a near-
by hill to watch the sunrise. I had no idea 
how many times I would return to that 
same spot in 2020.

In February and March, Travis AFB 
was among the first places in the nation 
to confront the coronavirus pandemic 
as Americans quarantined at the base’s 
Westwind Inn hotel.

When the pandemic began uproot-
ing all of our lives in mid-March, put-
ting many out of work and leaving others 
telecommuting, our plans for the future 
turned into question marks. A goal I set 
at the end of 2018 – to hike to the summit 
of Half Dome in Yosemite National Park 
this summer – vanished.

In April, as I stayed indoors and 
watched “M*A*S*H,” I realized so much 
about the pandemic was beyond my 

control: the economic turbulence, work-
ing from home, the closure of parks and 
trails I enjoyed and the vacant Bay Area 
concert venues in which I’ve spent so 

much time. 
I focused instead on what was with-

in my control. It’s been a time for self-re-
flection and introspection. I’ve poured 
my energy into my mental, emotion-
al and spiritual health. My friend called 
life during the pandemic “the indefinite 

temporary.” We don’t know how long it 
will last, but we know it won’t be forever.

In March, April and May, I hiked 
trails close to home, such as my New 
Year’s Day spot, watching the lush, 
green landscapes of winter recede into 

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jonathon Carnell

Nick DeCicco, 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs Tailwind editor, plans a hiking route Oct. 11 at Rockville Hills Regional Park in Fairfield, 
California. Amid a chaotic year, DeCicco found hiking to be an activity in which he can self-reflect and grow as a person.

2020 time for gratitude, personal growth

See DECICCO Page 20
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Name: 
Tech. Sgt. Wil Abas (right in photo).

Unit:
60th Surgical Operations 
Squadron.

Duty title:
Enlisted command executive 
officer.

Hometown: 
San Diego, California.

Time in service: 
12 years.

Family:
Mother, Rossana Abas; father, 
Wilfredo Abas.

What are your hobbies?
Kayaking, hiking, camping and 
photography.

What are your goals?
To complete my bachelor’s  

degree in health management  
and score 95% on a PT test.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
During the recent wildfires, Abas 
helped evacuate over 120 
squadron members, transfer of  
25 patient to civilian facilities  
and restore surgical capabilities  
for DGMC/60th Air Mobility  
Wing.

Courtesy photo

Steve Warns
AIR FORCE INSTALLATION AND MISSION  

SUPPORT CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-
LACKLAND, Texas — A new $33 mil-
lion contract, awarded by the Air Force 
Installation Contracting Center’s 773rd 
Enterprise Sourcing Squadron, is in-
creasing COVID-19 testing at 42 mili-
tary treatment facilities.

The contract, awarded Sept. 30 to Bio-
Defense LLC of Salt Lake City, enables 
the firm to triple its manufacturing ca-
pacity of coronavirus tests and ensures 
timely delivery of test panels to meet 
the Air Force demand of 7,000 tests per 
week.

“The execution of this contract was 
imperative for the Air Force to be able 
to increase the COVID-19 testing capa-
bility and minimize mission degrada-
tion across every major command,” said 
Lt. Col. Ethel Seabrook-Hennessy, 773rd 
ESS commander. “This enterprise-wide 
contract vehicle will provide 42 mili-
tary treatment facilities with respiratory 
panels, negating the need for each MTF 
to procure the panels via a separate con-
tract, which drove greater efficiency and 
cost savings in the acquisition.”

The Joint Program Executive Office 
for Chemical Biological Radiological, Bi-
ological and Environmental, or JPEO-
CBRNE, had an enterprise contract for 
the Department of Defense for single 
COVID-19 test kits compatible with the 
BioFire FilmArray and Torch analyzers. 

However, because of increased de-
mand, the Air Force wasn’t able to re-
ceive the allotted single test quantity per 
week.  The Air Force Medical Service 
decided in August to pursue the acquisi-
tion for BioFire RP 2.1 Panels as a way 
to increase the testing capability need-
ed until the JPEO contract and BioFire 

production of COVID-19 single-use tests 
increased the Air Force’s allocation.

The 773rd ESS and AFICC team of 
Seabrook-Hennessy, Larry Conger, Eu-
gene Ferguson, Kathryn Harsberg-
er, Sylvia Kirwan, Kevin Meyer and 

Nathaniel Trulove, in support of the Air 
Force Medical Readiness Agency, pro-
cessed a sole source justification and 
approval, solicited a proposal and went 
through detailed negotiations in a lit-
tle more than two weeks to award the 

contract right before fiscal year 2020 
ended. 

“It was a tremendous effort support-
ing the entire Air Force enterprise in 
the midst of this pandemic,” said Tony 

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Pedro Tenorio

U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Jonisha Gibson, 82nd Medical Group clinical laboratory noncommissioned officer in charge, prepares a sample  
for testing April 9 at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas. Thanks to the recent efforts of the Air Force Installation Contracting Center’s 773rd 
Enterprise Sourcing Squadron, the Air Force has now increased its COVID-19 testing capability to meet the demand of 7,000 tests a week.

AFICC increases testing at 42 medical centers

See TESTING Page 15
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Hatch Act limits political activities, even during telework
502nd Air Base Wing  

Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO, Texas — The Hatch Act, a 
federal law passed in 1939, lim-
its certain political activities of 
federal employees, as well as 
some state, D.C., and local gov-
ernment employees who work 
in connection with federal-
ly funded programs. The law’s 
purposes are to ensure feder-
al programs are administered 
in a nonpartisan fashion, to 

protect federal employees from 
political coercion in the work-
place, and to ensure federal 
employees are advanced based 
on merit and not based on polit-
ical affiliation. 

The U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel has received ques-
tions about the Hatch Act’s ap-
plication to the unprecedented 
number of employees who are 
now teleworking as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In re-
sponse, OSC issued an adviso-
ry, which is intended to assist 

employees in understanding 
their continuing obligations un-
der the Hatch Act.  

The advisory addresses the 
following three areas that are 
particularly relevant for em-
ployees who telework: when 
employees are considered “on 
duty;” videoconferencing and 
other virtual communications; 
and social media. 

The Hatch Act prohibits 
employees from, among other 
things, engaging in political ac-
tivity while they are on duty. 

Political activity is defined 
as activity directed toward the 
success or failure of a political 
party, partisan political group, 
or candidate for partisan polit-
ical office, according to the ad-
visory.  

Employees are “on duty” 
for purposes of the Hatch Act 
when they are: in a pay status 
other than paid leave, compen-
satory time off, credit hours, 
time off as an incentive award, 
or excused or authorized ab-
sence (including leave without 

pay); or when they are repre-
senting any agency in an offi-
cial capacity. 

Employees maintaining a 
regular work schedule while 
teleworking have the same on-
duty status as if they were re-
porting to their regular duty 
stations. Therefore, they are 
subject to the Hatch Act’s on-
duty prohibition during the 
hours they are working. 

In order to maintain agen-
cy operations and employee 

Tech. Sgt. Luther Mitchell Jr.
621ST CONTINGENCY RESPONSE WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-
LAKEHURST, N.J. — The 621st Mo-
bility Support Operations Squadron is 
adding another weapon to an already 
stocked arsenal to enhance situational 
awareness and tactical edge for its air 
mobility liaison officers.

The Infrared Zoom Laser Illumina-
tor Designator will replace the dated 
signal light gun currently used by AM-
LOs to signal and direct aircraft.

“AMLOs use this equipment in a 
tactical environment, designating the 
landing zone for inbound aircraft,” 
said Maj. Stephen Quinn, 621st MSOS 
AMLO. “The IR beam is covert, but 
highly visible for the night vision gog-
gle-wearing aircrew, and allows the 
AMLO to easily guide the aircraft to 
the threshold.”

The IZLID is a compact, lightweight 
infrared laser used for pointing and 
marking by military forces. The laser 
is a powerful long-range illuminator, 
small enough to fit in the user’s pock-
et and sufficient enough to direct air-
strikes.

The new laser is “covert and porta-
ble compared to the old light guns,” said 
Quinn, and more effective in a tactical 
environment.

“The most important aspect is en-
hanced situational awareness for air-
crew at the push of a button,” Quinn 
said. “Landing zone approach lights 
vary in effectiveness, but a quick lase 
with the IZLID can prevent a crew from 
selecting the wrong aimpoint.”

The expectation is to utilize the 
IZLID for all future landing zone oper-
ations in-theater. The squadron is plan-
ning on purchasing five IZLIDs for 

deployment use and in garrison train-
ing.

“It’s awesome and worth the price,” 
Quinn said. “AMLOs are basically Jedis 
already, and this gives us a lightsaber to 

help with the job.”
A win for AMLOs is a win for the 

whole squadron. 
“Every day, week, month, and year we 

get closer and closer to what is needed 

for MSOS and AMLO Nation equipment-
wise,” said Staff Sgt. Sededrick Parks, 
621st MSOS supply and equipment man-
ager. “I believe this equipment has cata-
pulted us further in that direction.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Luther Mitchell Jr.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Sededrick Parks, 621st Mobility Support Operations Squadron supply and equipment manager, holds an Infrared 
Zoom Laser Illuminator Designator in his right hand Sept. 30 at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey. The IZLID will replace the 
signal light gun in his left hand, which is used by air mobility liaison officers to communicate with aircraft in a tactical environment.

Airmen sharpen tactical edge with lasers

See HATCH ACT Page 15
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Virtual reality training system aims to cut costs
Airman 1st Class Callie Norton

62ND AIRLIFT WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD, 
Wash. — The 627th Logistics Readi-
ness Squadron at Joint Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord, Washington, recently invested 
in the Doron 660 Simulation System, a 
modern virtual reality driving tool that 
provides Airmen the foundational driv-
ing skills needed to succeed in their 
jobs.

McChord’s ground transportation 
team is confident the simulator will en-
hance their vehicle training program’s 
safety and cost effectiveness.

“Virtual reality is really the best 
thing when it comes to safety,” said 
Tech. Sgt. Roger Rhodes, 627th LRS 
ground transportation section chief. 
“We don’t have to worry about various 
hazards and other drivers on the road, 
it’s a controlled environment.”

Many Airmen who begin their Air 
Force careers in ground transportation 
only have a Class C driver’s license. The 
benefit of gaining experience on mul-
tiple types of simulated vehicles and 
learning how to safely operate in differ-
ent driving conditions is instrumental 
both in the military and civilian sector. 

 “We can change the vehicle size, the 
transmission – automatic or manual – 
rain, snow, daytime, nighttime, whether 
the roads are slick or not,” Rhodes said. 
“Overall when it comes to how we can 
manipulate the training we can accom-
plish a lot inside the simulator.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Mikayla Heineck

U.S. Air Force Gen. Jacqueline Van Ovost, Air Mobility Command commander, drives a large vehicle simulator Sept. 3 at the 627th Logistic 
Readiness Squadron on Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington. The simulator was recently purchased to increase the quality of training. See COSTS Page 18
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Symposium focuses on substance use disorder
Walter Reed National  

Military Medical Center Office  
of Command Communications

In September, Walter Reed Nation-
al Military Medical Center held its an-
nual Substance Use Disorder Sympo-
sium, better known as SUDS. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions on gathering size 
and social distancing, the event was held 
virtually.

The symposium, developed and co-
ordinated by the National Capital Re-
gion Pain Initiative, brought together 
speakers and attendees from all over the 
world to share insights and participate 
in workshops on how the Department of 
Defense is fighting substance use disor-
der, or SUD.

The course director, Dr. Christopher 
Spevak stressed the need for education 
for all members of the health care team 
on substance use disorders; especial-
ly in light of COVID-19. “We have been 
tracking the civilian data that shows an 
increase in alcohol consumption during 
the pandemic,” said Spevak.

Speakers at the symposium shared 
their experience and insight into SUD. 
Jennifer Zumwalde, a recreational ther-
apist with the Psychiatric Continuity 
Services clinic at WRNMMC, stated, “It 

was beneficial to gain from other peo-
ple’s knowledge.”

Dr. Marthinus Zeeman, an Army vet-
eran who served on a deployment in Af-
ghanistan, spoke about his experience 
while serving in ‘a combat zone.’ While 
deployed, Zeeman found that he and 
other fellow soldiers all experienced 
significant stress levels, which led to 

compensation through different addic-
tive behaviors.

Zumwalde, who works with active 
duty service members who have experi-
enced extreme trauma of some kind, ex-
plained why this presentation was im-
pactful. “I thought it was very powerful 
for [Dr. Zeeman] to talk about his first-
hand knowledge with addiction. Having 

someone able to share their experience 
with others is a huge aspect used to en-
courage future patients to speak out and 
get help.”

While SUD is found to be a herita-
ble disorder, anyone can become afflict-
ed. Stress, a major contributing factor to 
SUD, can lead to an individual seeking 
instant relief through drug use. Stress 
could be related to combat, sexual as-
sault, trauma, and other factors.

The symposium also shared mea-
sures that the DoD is taking to combat 
SUD. By utilizing drug tests, and being 
proactive about which substances are 
most abused, the DoD has seen a sig-
nificant decrease in drug use amongst 
service members from it’s all time high 
during the Vietnam War era.

The DoD also shared two new cam-
paigns to combat SUD head on, the 
“Own Your Limits” campaign and the 
“Too Much to Lose” campaign.

The “Own Your Limits” campaign 
focuses on responsible alcohol use. The 
campaign, launched in 2019, gives ser-
vice members information to make re-
sponsible choices when drinking, as well 
as information friends and family can 
use to talk to service members about al-
cohol use concerns.

Courtesy photo

Dr. Christopher Spevak, Substance Use Disorder Symposium organizer, conducts the third 
annual Substance Use Disorder Symposium virtually.

See SYMPOSIUM Page 15

Michigan ANG fights 
wildfires in California

110th Wing

BATTLE CREEK, Mich. — 
Members of the 110th Opera-
tions Group at Battle Creek Air 
National Guard Base volun-
teered to assist firefighters bat-
tling the California wildfires 
that began in late August. This 
year alone, more than four mil-
lion acres have burned in Cal-
ifornia, leaving families and 
communities in ruins.

The California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire 
Protection, or Cal Fire, man-
ages fire protection and stew-
ardship of more than 31 million 
acres of California’s private-
ly-owned wildlands. Approxi-
mately 12,000 firefighters are 
on the ground battling the Cal-
ifornia wildfires. Cal Fire is 
receiving support from above 
with the first of its kind domes-
tic MQ-9 Reaper mission.

Three intelligence analysts 
assigned to the 110th Opera-
tions Group deployed to Cali-
fornia to assist fire teams with 
aerial footage from the MQ-9.

The MQ-9 Reaper is a multi-
mission, medium-altitude, 
long-endurance remotely pi-
loted aircraft that is employed 
primarily in combat. Second-
arily, is it used to collect intel-
ligence information, and has 

been a valued asset in assess-
ing the California wildfires.

“They are essentially using 
their combat experience and 
applying that to the Cal Fire 
mission,” said Tech. Sgt. Matt 
Van Dercreek, 163rd Attack 
Wing intelligence operations 
superintendent of the MQ-9 
mission.

For these Airmen, the Cal 
Fire mission was an opportuni-
ty to shed positive light on the 
aircraft’s capabilities.

“When you are support-
ing a domestic mission, help-
ing citizens in crisis and see-
ing an immediate impact, that 
is truly rewarding,” said Tech. 
Sgt. Brian Hyllengren, 110th 
Wing mission intelligence co-
ordinator.

While pilots fly the MQ-9 
remotely, mission intelligence 
coordinators relay the infor-
mation analyzed from the foot-
age to incident commanders on 
ground.

“We coordinated with liai-
sons and firefighters on ground 
to map fire lines,” said Se-
nior Airman Teigen Betts, 
110th mission intelligence co-
ordinator, “effectively tracking 
growth to contain wildfires be-
fore they spread further.”

Wind and smoke made visi-
bility a challenge. However the 

bird’s eye view from the MQ-9 
Reaper with thermal technol-
ogy gave a clear view of the 
wildfires direction.

“If the wind picked up and 
carried embers to nearby dry 
brush,” said Senior Airman 
Steven McCarty, 110th Oper-
ations Group mission intelli-
gence coordinator. “We were 
able to quickly direct Cal Fire 
to the location to prevent more 
fires from starting.”

Cal Fire also conducts con-
trolled burns to cut off wild-
fires from spreading beyond a 
certain point.

“We would monitor the ar-
eas of the controlled burn, to 
notify Cal Fire if rogue embers 
would go beyond the fire line,” 
Betts said.

The instantaneous intelli-
gence of the MQ-9 mission has 
helped Cal Fire contain cur-
rent wildfires, as well as pre-
vent more.

“They accumulated over 80 
hours of fly time,” Van Der-
creek said. “Their effort was 
extremely instrumental in sup-
porting six different ongoing 
wildfires.”

Firefighters on the ground 
expressed how thankful they 
are for the added support of 
the MQ-9 mission and its per-
sonnel.
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Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Treatment to Relieve
Treatment to Heal

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK  
page for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase

Courtesy photo

Wildland fires burn during a mid-August night near Susanville, California. A series of wildland fires has 
destroyed more than 30,000 acres of land around the town.
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Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

You Served. You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
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9 8 7 4 6 1 3 2 5
4 6 2 3 9 5 1 7 8
3 5 1 8 2 7 6 9 4
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7 4 6 2 1 3 8 5 9
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SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 512 Medium Previous solution - Easy

Puzzles
Honorary commanders visit base

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Jose Aquilizan

Honorary commanders listen as Lloyd Landero, David Grant Medical Center Simulation Lab, 
provides an overview of simulation training capabilities for Travis Air Force Base, California, 
medical personnel, Oct. 9, in Suisun City, California. The purpose of the Honorary Commanders 
program is to boost positive relationships between the military and civilian communities to 
further share the Air Force story to a broader audience and to identify mutually shared interests, 
viewpoints and challenges facing base senior leaders and their civilian counterparts.
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Given the opportunity to serve you 
will be a win Winn situation!
The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

The market is HOT! To get moving, call me

(707) 344-4237

Monica Winn
REALTOR®   DRE# 1971960

New helmets keep 
Defenders ready

Malcolm McClendon
AIR FORCE INSTALLATION AND MISSION  

SUPPORT CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-LACKLAND, Texas — 
The Air Force Security Forc-
es Center is delivering the next 
generation of ballistic helmets 
to security forces units as part 
of its effort to standardize and 
modernize Defender equip-
ment across the Air Force.

The helmets will replace 
the Advanced Combat Helmet, 
which security forces Airmen 
had to modify and outfit with 
bulky additions to accomplish 
different mission sets, said 
Master Sgt. Markus Nelson, an 
AFSFC individual equipment 
manager.

“Defenders perform a vari-
ety of duties around the globe, 
anything from guarding bases 
in combat environments to pro-
tecting nuclear armament,” he 
said. “In alignment with the Se-
curity Forces Enterprise Plan, 
we had to find a solution to 
have one standard helmet that 
would keep all security forces 

Defenders lethal and ready, no 
matter the task.”

The new helmet is lighter, 
cooler, has better padding and 
comes with a built-in railing to 
fit accessories, such as night vi-
sion goggles and tactical com-
munication equipment, Nel-
son said.

The 71st Security Forces 
Squadron at Vance Air Force 
Base, Oklahoma, was the first 
unit to receive the new hel-
mets and took no time to strap 
them on.

“It is actually really quick to 
put on and easily adjustable, al-
lowing me more time to check 
my Airmen and make sure ev-
eryone’s gear is on straight,” 
said Senior Airman Craig 
Smith, a 71st SFS Airman. 
“The biggest improvement I 
noticed is it’s lightweight and if 
I take a hard turn in a Humvee, 
I know I’m not going to break 
my neck.”

Master Sgt. Darryl Wright, 
71st SFS logistics and readi-
ness superintendent, said this is 
the most agile helmet he’s worn 

See HELMETS Page 18

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase
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Airmen restrict movement, aim to slow virus’ spread
Nicholas Pilch

60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Because: COVID-19.
This virus has spread everywhere, 

with various strains impacting each 
person differently, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention website. Keeping the virus 
from deployed locations is a top priority 
for Air Force leaders.

“The military departments, as force 
providers, are responsible for provid-
ing ready and trained forces to the geo-
graphic combatant commanders,” said 
1st Lt. Eunji Im, 60th Force Support 
Squadron officer in charge of the mil-
itary personnel flight and restriction 
of movement reception cell manager. 
“To that end, the Department of the Air 
Force instituted force health protection 
guidance to make every feasible effort 
to reduce the risk of COVID-19 expo-
sure in deploying personnel.” 

Travis AFB is doing what it can to 
lower the spread and risk of exposure 
for deploying Airmen by hosting a re-
striction of movement program imple-
mented in the spring of 2020. Under 
the program, deploying service mem-
bers spend 14 days at Travis AFB pri-
or to leaving for their deployed duty lo-
cations.

“The ROM serves as a mechanism 
to protect our military and civilian per-
sonnel in response to this global pan-
demic,” Im said. “By providing our de-
ploying members with a clean corridor 
of travel from the continental U.S. into 
their respective theaters of operation 
while minimizing the risk of exposure 
to the COVID-19 virus.”

According to the Defense.gov web-
site, a ROM is a general term referring 
to the limitation of personal liberty for 
the purpose of ensuring health, safe-
ty and welfare. As opposed to a quar-
antine, which removes someone who 
was exposed to the virus, a ROM keeps 
someone from coming in contact with 
someone exposed to COVID-19.

“Deploying personnel transiting 
through Travis AFB are lodged in our 
Westwind Inn lodging facility,” Im said. 
“Each member stays in their own room 
which provides a bed, private bath-
room, free Wi-Fi, cable TV, and other 
amenities.”

Im also pointed out these living con-
ditions are one of the best. After all the 
Westwind Inn is the winner of the 2019 

Innkeeper of the Year award for best 
lodging in the Air Force.

At Travis AFB, Airmen also have 
a personal shopper for the duration of 
their stay that can pick up essential 
items from the Travis AFB Main Ex-
change or Travis Commissary. To stay 
fit, they are allowed to work out at the 
track near the north gate.

Im also said to remain efficient, the 
FSS has weekly meetings with a pub-
lic health working group consisting of 
medical personnel from Travis AFB 
to ensure COVID-19 mitigation efforts 
continue to keep everyone safe.

“Travis AFB was one of the first in-
stallations opened for these unique 
ROMs,” said 1st Lt. Kenneth Elejorde, 
60th Logistics Readiness Squadron in-
stallation deployment manager. “Now, 
there are 14 bases stateside providing 
this essential service to Airmen deploy-
ing in the midst of a pandemic.”

Originally, Travis AFB was one of 
five bases in the continental United 
States selected to support the ROM pro-
gram. After 14 days and testing neg-
ative for COVID-19, Airmen obtain a 
signed certification from the 60th Air 
Mobility Wing commander, assuring a 
clean bill of health.

“A large part in making this a suc-
cess is our collaboration with sever-
al agencies across the base,” Elejorde 
said. “Providing ground transportation 
support, solidifying a safe check-in pro-
cess at the passenger terminal, and en-
forcing public health protocols played a 
huge role in facilitating the movement 
of troops in a safe manner.” 

This isn’t the first time Travis AFB 
has been at the forefront of the fight 
against COVID-19. In February, the 
60th FSS opened the Westwind Inn to 
quarantine American citizens after 
they evacuated from China. The base 
worked closely with the CDC to house 
the evacuees.

“A lot of our Airmen have proud-
ly gone above and beyond their normal 
duties to ensure we take care of the de-
ployers within this critical 14-day win-
dow,” Elejorde said. “One simple mis-
take can result in a missed movement, 
and a significant delay to the mission 
downrange so it’s important that we do 
everything right the first time.” 

Elejorde said the top priority is en-
suring our Airmen are ready to com-
pete, deter and win in every capacity 
keeping our Air Force strong.

4) U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Mickayla Barron-Sample, 60th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron weapons armorer, searches through weapon cases Aug. 12 at the armory at 
Travis Air Force Base, California. Barron-Sample retrieved weapons cases for Airmen 
deploying overseas. 5) U.S. Airmen from various bases load bags onto the back of a 
60th LRS box truck Aug. 12 outside the Westwind Inn at Travis. 6) U.S. Airmen from 
the 60th Aerial Port Squadron prepare to process Airmen from numerous bases to 
deploy overseas to the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility July 14 at Travis. 
7) U.S. Airmen load bags onto a commercial jetliner Aug. 12 at Travis.

1) U.S. Air Force Airman Sarah Cramer, 60th Aerial Port Squadron 
passenger terminal agent, right, takes the temperature of Master 
Sgt. Christina Ford, 436th Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle 

fleet manager from Dover Air Force Base, Delaware, Aug. 12, at the 
passenger terminal at Travis Air Force Base, California. 2) U.S. Airmen 

from the 60th APS prepare to process personnel from numerous 
bases to deploy overseas Aug. 12 at Travis. 3) U.S. Airmen line up to 
deploy overseas Aug. 12 at Travis. The Airmen completed a 14-day 

restriction of movement at Travis AFB to ensure they were free from 
COVID-19 prior to deploying. Travis AFB is one of 14 continental U.S. 

bases selected to serve as an aggregation installation.

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Christian Conrad

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch

U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch U.S. Air Force photo/Nicholas Pilch
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Exercise brings together US, Israeli air forces
U.S. Air Forces Central  

Public Affairs

AL DHAFRA AIR BASE, 
United Arab Emirates — U.S. 
Air Forces Central and the Is-
raeli Air Force conducted ex-
ercise Enduring Lightning III 
Oct. 12, in the skies over Isra-
el. It was the third joint exer-
cise between the two countries 
involving the F-35 Lightning II.

The IAF’s 116th Squad-
ron, which operates the “Adir” 
F-35I fighter jet, trained 
alongside the 380th Air Ex-
peditionary Wing’s 421st Ex-
peditionary Fighter Squadron 
and 908th Expeditionary Air 
Refueling Squadron. The 340th 
EARS assigned to Al Udeid Air 
Base, Qatar, participated as 

well. The 421 EFS operates the 
F-35A Lightning II, while the 
908th EARS and 340th EARS 
provided aerial refueling sup-
port with a KC-10 Extender and 
KC-135 Stratotanker.

Other IAF units participat-
ing included the 122nd Squad-
ron, with its “Nachshon” air-
craft providing air traffic 
control support, and the 115th 
Squadron, providing a simulat-
ed adversary force with its F-
16I aircraft.

“The Enduring Lightning 
exercises provide invaluable 
opportunities for both AF-
CENT and our Israeli part-
ners to improve readiness and 
strengthen relationships,” said 

New radar agreement 
expected early 2021

K. Houston Waters
66TH AIR BASE GROUP PUBLIC AFFAIRS

HANSCOM AIR FORCE 
BASE, Mass. — Using a try-be-
fore-you-buy strategy, a team 
within the Digital Directorate 
headquartered at Hanscom Air 
Force Base, completed a se-
ries of live-fly demonstrations 
Sept. 26 to evaluate three com-
mercially available, produc-
tion-ready and deployable long-
range radar systems.

Personnel from the Three-
Dimensional Long-Range Ra-
dar program office expect to 
announce details of a follow-
on integration and production 
contract in early 2021. In the 
running are systems designed 
by Lockheed Martin, Northrop 
Grumman, and Australian 
company CEA.

“We have more hurdles to 
cross, but completion of the 
SpeedDealer demos is a signif-
icant step that provided the in-
formation we needed to make 
decisions and drive the pro-
gram forward,” said Lt. Col. 
Matt Judge, deputy program 
manager, 3DELRR. “We have 
the right people with the right 
experience and leadership sup-
port, so we’re all in to cross 
the finish line and ensure our 

Airmen have the radar they 
need to win the next fight.”

Program officials are cur-
rently working to upgrade from 
the TPS-75 radar, an aging, de-
cades-old system that needs re-
placement. The previous con-
tractor experienced technical 
and supplier challenges while 
developing its radar, which 
caused delays and magnified 
the need for a new strategy.

In January 2020, the team 
at Hanscom AFB unveiled 
“SpeedDealer,” their new ac-
quisition strategy for rapid-
ly testing this new production-
ready radar system.

“Our combatant command-
ers need the capability to rap-
idly detect, identify, and neu-
tralize modern air threats, 
and they need modern radars 
to do that,” said Col. Michael 
Harm, Theater Battle Control 
Division senior materiel lead-
er. “We saw the need to rein-
vent how we acquire radar 
systems because the old acqui-
sition method of taking years to 
build new systems was much 
too slow.”

“SpeedDealer” seeks to take 
advantage of advances in radar 
technology by utilizing produc-
tion-ready systems already on 
the marketplace.

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Duncan C. Bevan

U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning IIs and Israeli Air Force F-35I Adirs fly in formation Oct. 12 during exercise 
Enduring Lightning III over Israel. The United States and Israeli air forces train to maintain a ready posture to 
deter against regional aggression while forging strategic partnerships across the U.S. Central Command and 
U.S. European Command areas of responsibility. See TOGETHER Page 15
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Faireld, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Web Site: www.stpaulfaireld.org
Email: stpaulbcfaireld@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1405 Kentucky Street
Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services

For additional information or  
Live Stream at: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org
or contact the office at 425-4481

Live stream at:
itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Live Stream on:

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study

Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information

Live Stream on: 

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: 
lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

Come and worship with us

ELMIRA BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist Church - KJV
Scott Dean - Pastor

6111 California Pacific Rd.
Vacaville, CA 95687

Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting and 

Bible Study 7 p.m.
(Nursery is provided in all services)

Website: www.elmirafamily.com
Email: elmirabaptistchurch77@gmail.com
Phone: (707) 430-3529

Live Stream on

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Contact (707) 535-6979 for 
info on In-home Sacrament 

Services available

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

Services Temporarily 
Suspended

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

1127 Davis Street, Vacaville
707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com
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NAZARENE

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ

401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship

6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School

Check our website for information 
on other ministries offered
www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707-426-2944

Email: info@cumcfair�eldca.org
Website:  cumcfair�eldca.org

YouTube CUMC Fair�eld

Pastor Anne Choy
Online Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

Communion - 1st Sunday of  
each month

Children, Adult and Bell Choirs
Young Adult Ministries

Adult Bible and Book Study Classes
United Methodist Women

United Methodist Men

Online Sunday School for Children

facebook @cumcfairfieldca

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790
www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

    Live Stream at

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Co�ee with God
10:00 am Contemporary  

Celebration with Youth Education
Wednesday Evening

6:30 pm Non-Denominational  
Meditation Time

7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer
Come Home to Unity

It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on:

10am Sunday
310 Parker Street

Vacaville, CA 95688

Please visit sonrise-vv.org for online 
details

nazarene.org

We exist as a church to love, live, and 
declare the supremacy of Jesus Christ in all 
things, to all people. Christ dependent, Spirit 

Dependent, Word Saturated, Love Driven.  

Sunday Worship Services
9am and 11am, 10am only in the summer

• Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies
• In Home Small Group’s

• Awana
• Kids Choir

• Jr High and High School Ministries
• Sunday morning children’s Sunday school
• Nursery and Preschool Sunday morning 

classes
• Neighborhood Tutoring Center

• Much to be part of

www.eparkway.com
2397 Heath Drive  Fairfield, CA

707-425-7675
Member of Gospel Coalition

www.thegospelcoalition.org

LUTHERAN

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service

Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

For advertising information about this  
directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or 

email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

Outdoor Service  
8:30-9:30

Please register at
www.vacavillefaith.org

to watch sermon  
online.

Services Held Outside  
8:30 am - 10 am

Please bring camp chairs  
and face masks.  

Social Distancing Practiced.

Tuesday & Thursday
   Home Fellowship Groups
   Fairfield/Suisun/Vacaville

Ministries
• Men/Ladies’ Fellowships
• Silver Saints
• Youth Group (Jr./Sr. High)
• Family Fellowship
• Motorcycle Fellowship

Prayer Works

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

Services Temporarily 
Suspended
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We have NO OVERLAYS! We can do a VA Loan 2 yrs after  
a Short Sale, Foreclosure or Bankruptcy AND we can do  
scores down to 580 and ratios up to 65%!

We have been able to successfully get COE’s approved  
when other companies cannot get your eligibility restored!

We regularly beat other lenders quotes and we are right here 
Locally near the ‘In and Out Burger’.

Providing VA Loans Locally!
Fulfilling the dream of Homeownership for our Veterans since 1994
We can EASILY close a VA loan transaction in 19 - 22 days here 
locally, So if you want to get it done Quickly at a Great Rate  
and Low Fees, with the same person from the beginning  
till the end, Let’s Talk.

1300 Oliver Rd., Ste. 140 • Fairfield • George@NIMBLoan.com • NMLS #270402 • DRE#02077932 • NMLS #1818509

George R. Kalis
Broker/Owner

707.759.5129
We can use ANY Bank or Investors Wholesale dept. we are not confined to just one source!

WHOLESALE MORTGAGE BROKER

e 

ays here ays here
Rate 

ng

We DO Your VA IRRL’s at the Very Lowest Rate available,  
Quicker than anyone else! No Appraisal, No Fuss, Just a quick  
REFINANCE into the lower 2’s to save you $200-$500 a month!
We can also do a VA JUMBO purchase anywhere in CA  
to 1.5Million at $0 Down!

engagement during the pan-
demic, many federal employees 
are now regularly required to 
participate in videoconferenc-
ing. Employees participating 
in virtual work-related confer-
ences are subject to the same 
on-duty Hatch Act restrictions 
as when they attend meetings 
or communicate in-person with 
others at work.  

This means, for example, 
employees should not wear a 
campaign t-shirt or hat while 
participating in a work-related 
video conference call, and they 
should ensure that any partisan 
materials, like campaign signs 
or candidate pictures, are not 
visible to others during the call. 
These items should also not be 

visible in profile photos used for 
identification in work-related 
videoconferencing.  

People were utilizing so-
cial media before the pandem-
ic, and now they are embracing 
it full force to stay connected 
to their communities, families, 
friends, coworkers, and em-
ployers. The Hatch Act does ap-
ply to these social media com-
munications.  

Employees who use so-
cial media are encouraged 
to review OSCs social me-
dia guidance to understand 
what activities are prohibit-
ed and permitted at https://bit.
ly/2FzMGRW.

For particulars and more in-
depth information concerning 
political activities, review DOD 
Directive 1344.10 at https://bit.
ly/319PuN3 for service mem-
bers.

Hatch Act
From Page 4

While the “Too Much to 
Lose” campaign focuses on 
the risks related to prescrip-
tion and illicit drug use. By 
providing fact sheets, interac-
tive quizzes, and information 
to those close to a service mem-
ber who may be struggling with 
risky drug use, the campaign 
strives to lower use among 

service members.
While the most at risk group 

for SUD in the military are 
males between 18 and 24 years 
old, anyone can be at risk. And 
although there can be reper-
cussions for illicit drug use by 
service members, the sympo-
sium stressed that there is al-
ways treatment for those who 
need it.

Enduring materials will be 
made available in the coming 
months on the NCRPI Endur-
ing Materials website.

Symposium
From Page 6

Everidge, AFICC executive di-
rector.

The partnership and col-
laboration between AFMRA, 
AFICC and the 773rd ESS was 
paramount in ensuring this re-
quirement was successfully 
executed, Seabrook-Hennessy 
said.

“As highlighted in AFICC’s 
Flight Plan, as change agents 
and mission-focused business 
leaders, our focus is on ‘enhanc-
ing the effectiveness of our sup-
port and impact on our mission 
partners’ mission,’” Seabrook-
Hennessy said. “As the medi-
cal subject matter experts, we 
relied heavily on AFMRA’s ex-
pertise to define the require-
ment and to determine the 
technical acceptability of the 
vendor’s proposal.”

The 773rd ESS team’s 
change-agent mindset im-
pressed Brig. Gen. Alice Trev-
iño, AFICC commander. 

“As a result of their negotia-
tion and mission-focused busi-
ness leader prowess, COV-
ID(-19) testing capacity is now 
increased by two new produc-
tion lines,” Treviño said. “This 
helps every single Airman.”

The increased testing capac-
ity could hopefully be a turning 
point in the fight against a glob-
al pandemic, Seabrook-Hen-
nessy said. 

“The equipment procured 
on this contract will not only in-
crease the COVID-19 testing 
capability throughout the Air 
Force, but it will also aid in the 
testing of 21 additional respi-
ratory pathogens that will help 
clinicians detect and/or rule out 
other common causes of respi-
ratory illnesses in about 45 min-
utes,” Seabrook-Hennessy said. 

Testing
From Page 3

Lt. Gen. Greg Guillot, 9th Air 
Force (Air Forces Central) 
commander. “This partner-
ship has been built on trust 
and developed over decades of 
mutual cooperation, demon-
strating an ongoing commit-
ment to regional stability.”

The opportunity to once 
again train alongside the IAF 
also provided an immeasur-
able experience for the U.S. F-
35s, said Lt. Col. Stephen Red-
mond, 421st EFS commander.

“This is the second time 
this deployment that the Black 
Widows (421st EFS) have had 
the opportunity to fly, train, 
and learn with [Israeli] F-
35Is,” Redmond said. “Not 
only do our young officers get 
an opportunity to be a mission 
commander of a multi-nation-
al exercise, but most impor-
tantly, they build relationships 
with Israeli fighter pilots that 
they will keep for the duration 
of their careers.”

During the exercise, the F-
35s trained to their primary 
mission set of Offensive Coun-
ter Air. Both U.S. and Israeli 

F-35s faced exercise surface 
and air adversaries with the 
goal of achieving an objective 
at a simulated target area.

USAFCENT strives to be 
an indispensable partner in 
the region, working to maxi-
mize regional capabilities in 
regards to mutual security 
concerns.

“The partner nation 

integration exercises have im-
proved our ability to influence 
stability in the region and sus-
tain our power projection ca-
pabilities,” said Col. Kristen 
Thompson, 380th Expedition-
ary Operations Group com-
mander. “I’m proud of our Air-
men in their ability to increase 
the cooperation between our 
two air forces.”

Together
From Page 12

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Duncan C. Bevan

U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning IIs and Israeli Air Force F-35I Adirs 
fly alongside a U.S. Air Force KC-135R Stratotanker Oct. 12 during 
exercise Enduring Lightning III over Israel. The United States and 
Israeli air forces train to maintain a ready posture to deter against 
regional aggression while forging strategic partnerships across 
the U.S. Central Command and U.S. European Command areas of 
responsibility.
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0608 AREA 8

John's Hauling
Suisun Valley
Antiques &
Collectibles

OUR BIG
TENT SALE
IS BACK!

INVENTORY BLOW
OUT!

Thur. Fri. Sat.,
9am-7pm

Sun., 9am-5pm
• • • • • • • • • •
2525 Mankas

Corner
in the country

0677 PETS  
& SUPPLIES

YORKIES, AKC
Born 8/8/2020

Papers  &  1st  shots,
dew  c laws  &  ta i ls
d ocked .  Ava i l ab l e
10 /03 /2020 .

Call 209-663-1215,
must leave message,

will call back.
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 
SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

• On Site Management
• Security Cameras
• Individually Alarmed 
     Units
• Private Gate Codes
• Well Lit Wide Hallways
• Drive-Up Units Available

COUPON

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 10/31/20.

rehousing  Boat & RV 

Spooktacular
 Savings!

Tackling difficult terrain 
conditions is a big part of 
ground transportation Air-
men’s training. It is crucial 
they are equipped for all types 
of weather conditions.

“Instead of us having to go 
to the mountains during win-
ter time so Airmen can train 
in the snow and ice, we can do 
that right here where it’s con-
trolled so there’s no risk to the 
trainee, trainer or the vehicle,” 
Rhodes said.

The simulator will correlate 
to a significant reduction in fuel 
consumption and decrease op-
erations & maintenance costs, 
ultimately prolonging the life 
of ground transportation’s ve-
hicle fleet.   

“It’s similar to anyone who’s 
learning how to drive a regular 
car, they’re hitting the brakes 
hard, hitting the gas hard, so 
over time it’s a lot of wear and 
tear on our vehicles,” Rhodes 
said. “They’ll get comfort-
able in the sim [simulator] then 
move on to the vehicles.”

Considering most Airmen in 

the ground transportation ca-
reer field start out as novice ve-
hicle operators, it is important 
they acclimate to the simulator 
in order to gain confidence and 
eliminate the initial anxiety as-
sociated with operating larger 
vehicles.

“I have Airmen who are re-
ally passionate about the ca-
reer field,” said Staff Sgt. Larry 
Todd, 627 LRS vehicle opera-
tor trainer. I can put my Air-
man in the simulator and teach 
them the correct procedures 
with driving a manual trans-
mission and fine tune how to 
steer while backing up a larger 
vehicle.  When I take them out 
to the real vehicle, it’s some-
thing their much more familiar 
and comfortable with. They get 
in the real vehicle and all those 
extra things that we can’t quite 
replicate with virtual reality 
are just little things they now 
have to overcome.”

Progress and hours re-
quired in the simulator will de-
pend on an Airmen’s previous 
driving experience and type of 
driver license they possess.

“Simulators like these pro-
vide incredible training op-
portunities for our Airmen, 
helping us get after readiness 

without costly temporary du-
ties and prolonged absences 
from home station,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. Joel Buys, 627th 
Air Base Group superinten-
dent.

The state-of-the-art simula-
tor has a tracking replay func-
tion which allows instructors to 
review training sessions from 
a birds-eye view perspective.  
This allows instructors the op-
portunity to make on the spot 
corrections with the trainee to 
eliminate the same error from 
happening again in the future. 

“We can go over the same 
events a few times, look at it 
from different angles so that 
they can get a better idea of 
what they’re doing in the sim 
before they get out there and 
they start doing the same 
thing,” Todd said. “They say, 
‘okay I’ve seen this before, I 
know what I’m doing.’”

The Doron 660 Simula-
tion system provides 80 dif-
ferent vehicles including bus-
es, tractor-trailers, police cars, 
fire trucks, and several mil-
itary vehicles such as Hum-
vees or Mine-Resistant Am-
bush Protected vehicles. There 
are upwards of 200 dif-
ferent programmed driving 

Costs
From Page 5

in 19 years as a Defender.
“I just got back from a de-

ployment and this helmet is 
made for hot areas like that; 
and even where it’s not as hot, 
the mobility and light weight of 
the helmet makes a significant 
difference in what you can do,” 
Wright said. “Even back here at 
home when we do readiness ex-
ercises, we bring all our fight-
ing gear, including the helmet. 
Exercises get you prepared for 
the fight and having next gener-
ation gear like this helmet im-
proves Vance (AFB’s) security 
readiness.”

Nelson, who is also an expe-
rienced defender with 14 years 
of service, said this is what he 
and his team at the AFSFC Lo-
gistics Directorate work for: to 
get the right gear to Defenders 
in garrison and down range.

“My team’s work is direct-
ly impacting more than 38,000 
Defenders across the Air Force 
for the next five to 10 years,” 
Nelson said, “and with the help 

of strategic partnerships, like 
those with the 771st Enterprise 
Sourcing Squadron, we’re do-
ing it a lot quicker too.”

The helmets are part of the 
AFSFC initiative to modern-
ize weapon systems, individu-
al protective gear, contingency 
support equipment and deploy-
able communications systems. 
Those include the M18 modu-
lar handgun system, M4A1 as-
sault rifle, M110A1 semi-au-
tomatic precision engagement 
rifle, M320A1 grenade launch-
er, modular scalable vest and 
female body armor.

“We’re identifying salient 
characteristics of the best in-
dividual equipment industry 
has to offer at the best value to 
achieve standardization across 
the force,” said Lt. Col. Barry 
Nichols, AFSFC director of Lo-
gistics. “This effort is instru-
mental in keeping Defenders 
throughout the security forc-
es enterprise ready and lethal 
with procurement of the most 
cutting-edge and innovative 
equipment available in order to 
accomplish missions safely and 
effectively.”

Helmets
From Page 9

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Taylor Crul

U.S. Air Force Airman Alex Orquiza, a member of the 71st Security Forces Squadron, wears the next generation 
of ballistic helmet during a door-breaching exercise Sept. 15 at Vance Air Force Base, Oklahoma. The Air Force 
Security Forces Center is delivering the helmets to security forces units as part of its effort to standardize and 
modernize Defender equipment across the Air Force.
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PREPAREDAround world, Airmen are …

1) Firefighters assigned 
to the 20th Civil Engineer 
Squadron climb a ladder 

on a fire engine Oct. 5 
at Shaw Air Force Base, 

South Carolina. Base 
leadership participated in 

a tour and demonstrations 
of the fire department’s 

preparedness to respond 
to emergencies. 2) A 

Special Operations 
Command Africa Airman 
is lifted up to a helicopter 

during a medical 
evacuation training 

exercise Oct. 2 at Camp 
Simba, Manda Bay, Kenya. 
Airmen practiced utilizing 
the hoist in the helicopter 

and quick patient 
responding tactics. 3) 

Airman 1st Class Bryan 
Garcia Garcia, 355th 

Medical Group optometry 
technician, poses Oct. 

8 at Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base, Arizona. The 

355th MDG is responsible 
for keeping more than 

11,000 total force Airmen 
fit to fight, as well as 
supporting the local 
retiree population.

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Jacob Gutierrez

U.S. Air Force photo/Maj. Joshua Turner U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jacob T. Stephens
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dry yellow and brown hills.
I grew tired of hiking the same areas, 

but worked to appreciate the fact that I 
could take refuge in the trails, that I was 
healthy and that I had a safe place to be 
during a pandemic.

The summer months were a time to 
connect with my values after the death of 
George Floyd, and the nationwide Black 
Lives Matter marches and protests. I 
read and learned, working to evolve my 
ideas and viewpoints in the same way I 
was my own internal life.

As the protests lasted into late sum-
mer, the yellow and brown hills through 
which I hike became prime real estate 
for a voracious and deadly fire season. 
I limited my hiking because of the poor 
air quality, but that sacrifice is minimal 
compared to others, some of whom lost 
so much more.

The fires and smoke meant even more 
time inside. This time, I watched the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. Unlike Major Win-
chester, I thankfully did not bet on my 

own “boys of summer,” the Colorado Av-
alanche, who were a favorite to play for 
the Stanley Cup, but instead exited the 
postseason earlier than expected.

I’ve been fortunate that I have not felt 
the impact of the calamity of 2020 to the 
same extent as others. I feel as though 
I’ve hit the accelerator pad on years of 
emotional, mental and spiritual prog-
ress. My time out on the hiking trails 
creates a space similar to meditation, a 
place to get distance from the plethora 
of problems 2020 presents, to clear my 
mind and reflect.

I don’t know what lies on the other 
side of our “indefinite temporary,” but I 
feel like the work I’ve done in 2020 has 
prepared me for it. It’s made me discov-
er resources and depths within myself I 
didn’t know I had. It’s given me gratitude 
and perspective.

And it’s given me resolve. Half Dome 
is not going anywhere. I don’t know when 
it will happen, but I remain committed to 
standing on top of it.

As we look ahead to 2021, Col. Sher-
man Potter’s words from the “M*A*S*H” 
episode convey my hopes for us all: 
“Here’s to the new year. May she be a 
damn sight better than the old one.”

DeCicco
From Page 2

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Jonathon Carnell

Nick DeCicco, 60th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs Tailwind editor, takes a break from 
hiking to rehydrate Oct. 11 at Rockville Hills Regional Park in Fairfield, California. Amid a 
chaotic year, DeCicco found hiking to be an activity which helps him self-reflect and grow as 
a person.
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